CONSORTIUM OF DOCTORAL PROGRAMS IN RHETORIC AND COMPOSITION
CCCC MILWAUKEE 1996
WIDNESDAY, MARCH 27, 4:30--6:00

MECCA Auditorium/ Kilbourn Room South, 1* Floor

AGENDA:

1. Background of the Consortium -
2. Membership List, Dues, and Stationery: Janice Lauer

3. Continuing Business: Reports and discussion of the work of subcommittees

A
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a. Home page (Agora: hitp://www.noknor.edu/agora/): Catherine Hobbs # <27+ 110277777

b. Dissertation categories in the DAI: Chuck Bazerman, Linda Ferreira-Buckley, Rhonda Grego
c. Web site; Consortium programs and courses: Lisa McClure

d. Graduate student exchange of information; Lisa McClure
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' €. Reglonai networkmg, etc.: Paul Ranieri
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f. Support for developing programs: Charles Bazerman, Ann Merle Feldman

g. Graduate program survey: Stoart Brown

3. New business

a. Program criteria or ranking: John Warnock — Se< fedsr
b. Program review: Louise Phelps

¢. Other
DUES AND LISTS OF DISSERTATIONS
1. Please send new dissertation listings to Catherine Hobbs at the University of Oklahoma,

2. Membership dues are by institution. Please send your dues (310 for 2 years) to Janice Lauer at
Purdue. Make dues payable to "Doctoral Consortium in Rhietoric and Composition." For those
institutions needing a Tax ID number, it is 35-192-1404TT.
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CONSORTIUM OF DOCTORAL PROGRAMS IN RHETORIC AND COMPOSITION

February 22, 1996
Dear Representative:

Attached find a copy of the agenda for our Consortium meeting at the
CCCC. In early December | posted advanced notice of the time of our
meeting, Wednesday, March 27, 4:30-6:00.

Also included is a copy of the latest version of the Consortium list. Let me
clarify that membership is by institution, not individual. If more than one
person warits to be listed, the first one will receive the mailings, which
can be passed on. Of course, all e-mail addresses will be part of the
Listserv. Please notify me of any errars or changes.

Please send your dues to defray the cost of mailings and other consortium
endeavors. A separate slip is enclosed for you convenience.

| look forward ta seeing you at our meeting at the CCCC.

"

Best,

QW

o7

4

Janice Lauer
Cooerdinator
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University of Hlinois, Urbana

Liniversity of thinois, Chicago

indiuna University Dear Ms, Magnuson:
Indiana University of Pamsylania
lowa State University

Louislana State University
Untiverstty of Louisville

University of Marylami
University of Massachusctts

2z el Y 70
Leigh Magnuson, Direclor
University Microfilms International

300 North Zeeb Road
Ann Arbor, Ml 48106-1346

[ am writing on behalf of the Consortium of Doctoral Programs in Rhetoric and
Composition, an organization representing fifty-nine institutions granting the

Ph.D. specialization. We urge you to add “Rhetoric and Composition” as a

disciplinary category coequal with the existing categories “Communication and .
the Arts,” “Education,” and ”tang_gqge, Literature, and l_.tngwsiiff. i % gg-& F

Oy &4 i
Miau University of Ohio It has long been our sense that the humanities subject categories do not describe ™™™ "/ :
Michigan Tech University the dissertations in our field. To examine the issue more objectively, we studied
University of  Michigan seventy-five dissertations we have supervised. We then sought to determine the
University of Minnesota broadest possible term that would account for those dissertations and settled
University of Mississippi upon “Rhetoric and Composition.”
University of Nebraska . . .
University of Nevada As you know, rhetoric and composition is a fast-growing field, and we are

particularly eager to help researchers locate the contributions of our graduate
students. In the future, we would be pleased to suggest subcategorizes‘(e.g.,'
history of, theories of, ethnography, technology) that describe dissertations in
rhetaric and composition

University of New Hampshire
New Mexice State University
University of New Mexico
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SUNY, Albany if I can answer questions, please do not hesitate to call me. Thank you for your
SUNY, Stony Brovok .
assistance.
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Olio State Unhversity
University of Oklahoma
Penn State Unbversity
University of Pittshurgh Janice M. Lauer . . .
Purduc Unfversity Coordinator, Consortium of Doctoral Programs in Rhetoric and Cempoasition

istinguished Professar of English
RmsxlatrPonfrdmIc Institute Reece McGee Distinguished Pro 5

Lniversity of Rhode Istand

University of South Caroling Department of English 317-743-3021
Untiverstty of South Florida Purdue University 317-494-4425
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Date: Mon, 25 Mar 1996 10:05:09 -0500 (EST)
Subject: consortium meeting for Wednesday

Sender: O00PWRANIERI@bsuvc.bsu.edu

To: vwnl@mace.cc.purdue.edu

X-VMS-To: IN%"vwnémace.cc.purdue.edu",00PWRANIERI

Janice:

You may get this before you leave for Milwaukee, but even if you do not,
return.

Late last week Janet Atwill sent me some materials from last year.
About ten institutions answered some questions about networking and I had a
chance to look at them over the weekend. Here are some observations:

--it seems to me that with the power of email, many of the
benefits of regional working groups are no longer valid.
Almost all of the groups responding ssid regional networking
is a good idea, but then they almost all raised problems with
defining the group, with the geographic spread for some
regions, and for the flood of information they already feel
overburdened with.

~~the consortium already has the discussion list and the home
page which facilitate communication when institutions need
it.

~--could we maybe shift our focus to maybe a section on the
homepage for those who want to consider student/faculty
exchanges--though again that would not have to be regionally
restricted? I might even be able to coordinate that
information, providing some direction is given by the
consortium. We could link on the homepage to me and I could
do any mass announcements on the listserve.

~--we could encourage some regional get togethers as we do around
than anything else, given the variety of distances between
programs around the country.

I hope that provides a bit more context for my thinking at this point.
Much of the impetus behind networking is good, but other events may now limit
its full scale implementation and we may be able to do a few other things
(e.g., exchanges) by using the resources we already have and not over-burdening
those of us who have too much to do as it is (and the survey sheets I had
sent to me seem to confirm that}.

Finally, two other points:

--I had processed our dues and they should be to you as soon
as the wheels of this instituion can fully turn!

--we at Ball State decided two years ago to limit our program
to 3~4 doctoral admits a year and a similar number of masters
students. I just wanted to let you know that if that issue
comes up.

T hope the confeence goes well. I regret not being there, but the
work of the assistant chairperson does not end. 1In addition, we just released
our draft report of our 5 year study of the General Studies program, and since
I chair the committee, I need to be available for the public forum--some
real practical rhetoric as James Kinneavy used to say.

Thanks for carrying these messages to the conference, and if I missed
you, they can provide some context for our discussion on you return.

Paul Ranieri
Ball State University
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Command: Display message

Message 3/26 From John Warnock Apr 3, 96 02:19:30 pm -0700

Date: Wed, 03 Apr 1996 14:19:30 -0700 (MST)
Subject: Relation to "English"?

To: consortium-l@mtu.edu

X-Envelope-to: consortium-l@mtu.edu
X-VMS~-To: IN%"consortium-l@mtu.edu"
X-VMS-Cc: JWARNOCK

Precedence: list

Reply-To: consortium-l@mtu.edu

Hello all,

At Arizona, our students receive their PhD degrees in "Rhetoric,
Composition, and the Teaching of English," not in "English." Our MA's
receive their degrees in "English, with a Concentration in..." RCTE.

As part of a University-wide...thing, our Provost has asked the
English department to explain why its four graduate degrees (English, RCTE,
MFA, MA in English Language and Linguistics) should not be collapsed into
one.

Which leads me to ask you all, or any of you with the time and
inclination to respond:

Are your PhD degrees given in "English," or what?

Do you have any stories to tell about the advantages or otherwise
of your particular arrangements?

Do you have any thoughts about what arrangement is best for our
students and ourselves?

We are supposed to respond to this by, like, tomorrow, which
doesn't mean we can't go on having a discussion if we want.

John

John Warnock

Rhetoric, Composition and the Teaching of English
Department of English

University of Arizona

Tucson, AZ 85721

Fax 520 621-7397

Voice 520 621-1836
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Message 1/26 From LynnDianne Beene Apr 3, 96 05:02:44 pm -0700

Date: Wed, 3 Apr 1996 17:02:44 ~0700 (MST)
To: consortium-1emtu.edu

Subject: Re: Relation to "English"?
Precedence: list

Reply-To: consortium-1l@mtu.edu

On Wed, 3 Apr 1996, John Warnock wrote:

Which leads me to ask you all, or any of you with the time and
inclination to respond:

VVVy

Are your PhD degrees given in "English,” or what?

U of New Mexico's degrees are MA in English and PhD in English.

The MA has two concentrations: one in literature (i.e., students
take 4 exams, at least 3 of which are in lit and 1 one which may
be either lit theory or rhetoric/lanquage) and one in writing (i.e.,
no exams but a mandatory thesis in either creative writing or
professional/technical writing). The PhD requires at least three
'concentrations' (i.e., comprehensive examinations) of which 1
must be in a traditional literary field. The other 2 come from a
choice including rhetoric/language theory, lit theory, genre (e.g.,
novel, drama), or a 'special' lit field (e.g., Native American
Lit).

Do you have any stories to tell about the advantages or otherwise
of your particular arrangements?

Vvvy

Taking 1 MA exam in rhetoric/language is useless. Students don't
gain enough information to be comfortable with what they study to
teach writing effectively. The PhD doesn't distinguish a major
but *does* allow students the flexibility they have to have to
make it in today's tight job market.

> We are supposed to respond to this by, like, tomorrow, which
> doesn't mean we can't go on having a discussion if we want.

Good grief, John, isn't this always the way? Hurry up.
Make a decision. Tamper with it for years to reconcile
issues that should have been solved early on. You have
my best wishes!

Lynn Beene email: lbeenefunm.edu
B & F Writers Albuquerque, New Mexico 87123

Is it not, then, better to be ridiculous and friendly than clever and hostile?
~=-Socrates

Command ('i' to return to index):§



Message 2/26 From lwphelpsfmailbox.syr.edu Apr 3, 96 06:04:22 pm -0500

Date: Wed, 3 Apr 1996 18:04:22 -0500
To: consortium—-1@mtu.edu

Subject: Re: Relation to "English"?
Precedence: list

Reply-To: consortium-1@mtu.edu

In response to John Warnock's post:

I just finished arguing this case for our doctoral proposal, which will be
a PhD in Composition and Cultural Rhetoric. A section of the proposal
deals with the title of the degree and compares it with others, explaining
how the degrees in rhet and comp at various places reflect the
disciplinary/interdisciplinary configurations they represent. John, if you
want, I could fax you that part of the proposal tomorrow.

Part of your argument might depend on contrasting the choices of title made
by other programs (e.g., CMU, which has a separate PhD in each area within
its English dept).

My sense is that the trend is toward naming degrees more specifically to
reflect the particular interdisciplinary configuration and emphasis that
each school's degree represents, in part for competitive reasons, in terms
of attracting students and recruiting them. (Example: SUNY Albany's new
degree, which is a degree offered by the full (English) dept, but is
entitled, if I remember rightly, Writing, Criticism, and Teaching.

Someone from Albany can verify or correct this.) It is partly an issue of
honesty and clarity in advertising the degree as well as reaching the right
audience. People are looking, for example, in guides to grad programs and
on the internet by searching for "comp"” or "rhet" or whatever (discourse
studies, cultural studies, literacy, etc.) Then they are attracted to a
particular program because it seems to represent the mix they want. You
might want to consider how degrees in other fields are named; a guess
might be that they too are becoming more differentiated since degrees are
becoming more and more specialized. In other words, the title
communicates something about the program, and that matters for its
reputation. Think, for example of the original USC program in "rhetoric,
linguistics, and literature."”

My own position is that composition and rhetoric is not
necessarily/historically a part of English studies, but is a discipline on
its own which is sometimes configured, as graduate study, within English
[but even there, it matters with what other fields or perspectives it is
joined: cultural studies, linguistiecs, literacy, literary or critical
theory, literature, etc.]; while other times it might be part of a program
in literacy studies, or communication, or education, or rhetoric. It can
be either a social science or a humanities field or both. But this is not
a popular or simple position or one you can usually argue effectively with
deans or provosts. The marketing argument is really the decisive one.

I don't understand what particular value, marketing or otherwise, there
would be in rationalizing the degree titles so they are all the same.
Wouldn't in fact this be very confusing, e.g., what is an MFA degree in
English? since MFAs can be in creative writing, film, video, computer art,
etc. but they are not typically in English. I suppose that aside from
marketing as a positive feature, one could ask whether eliminating specific
titles for degrees would even be a negative factor, since it would not
correspond (at least for the MFA) to the language normatively used to name
those degrees, which makes them recognizable. Perhaps the provost doesn't
understand that it may be the individual programs that have their separate



reputations, not simply that of the dept as a whole.
Louise Phelps

Louise Wetherbee Phelps

Professor of Writing and English

Writing Program, 239 HBC, Syracuse University, Syracuse, NY 13244-1160
lwphelps@syr.edu 315-443-1620 or 1091
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Message 7/27 From Jim Raymond Apr 3, 96 04:59:27 pm

Organization: University of Alabama English Dept.
To: consortium-1@mtu.edu

Date: Wed, 3 Apr 1996 16:59:27 CST6CDT

Subject: Re: Relation to "English"?

Priority: normal

Precedence: list

Reply-To: consortium-1l@mtu.edu

Hi John,

Qurs is a Ph.D. in English. People can specialize in rhet/comp
just as they can in Renaissance, Victorian, or whatever.

I've always liked it this way on the theory that it gives them
an edge in the market. English departments like to hire English
Ph.D.s, and despite the growing respect for rhet/comp, I think there
is probably some residual resistance to any degree other than in
English. At least, that's my theory.

Best regards to yourself and Ms. T.
~-Jim Raymond
University of Alabama
JRaymond@English.as.ua.edu

Command ('i' to return to index):§



Cindy=--Our department has a standard teaching load of 2 courses per
semester for research active faculty and a load of 3/2 for inactive
faculty. All nontenured faculty are automatically put on a 2/2 load since
we assume that they will be trying to do what they need to do to get
tenure. After that it is very much the head's call and we try not to be
too rigid about it.I wouldn't like to see a yearly quota. What I mean is
that we don't measure every year--although we are required to hand in
yearly reports that indicate everything we did during the year. I think
anyone who has any kind of ongoing research profile (articles, chapters,
editing books, books, attempting to hit major national publications and
journals, etc) keeps the two course teaching load. If anyone seems to be
ndot doing anything at all the teaching load (I hate the term) gets
increased. And a few people have brought it down again after renewed
activity. We can chat more about this at the consortium meet in Milw. Or I
can send you more info if you want. Marie Secor

Marie Secor

The Pennsylvania State Univesity
Department of English

231S Burrowes Building
University Park, PA 16802

(814) 865-9155 Office Telephone
(814) B63-7285 FAX

Email: mjsB€psu.edu

Command ('i' to return to index):§



Message 7/41 From Carol Berkenkotter Apr 4, 96 01:20:02 pm ~0500

Date: Thu, 4 Apr 1996 13:20:02 -0500
Sender: cberkenfmtu.edu

To: consortium=-1@mtu.edu

Subject: Re: Relation to "English"?
Precedence: list

Reply-To: consortium-1@mtu.edu

John (and everyone else who is following this thread): The Ph.D at
Michigan Tech is not in English with a concentration; it is a Rhetoric and
Technical Communication degree and our students seem to be successful at
getting jobs in both rhetoric and composition and technical communication.
If anything the institutional arrangement has made it possible not to be
mired
in some of the power relations that colleagues in English departments have
found themselves. As a Humanities Department we offer an interdisciplinary
doctorate which draws upon the resources of faculty with expertise in
classical and contemporary rhetoric, linguistics, communication studies,
modern languages, philosophy, and composition studies. There is no
literature requirement for Ph.D. students, although they may take elective
courses in modern languages and literature. This kind of institutional
arrangement seems to make it possible for students to take an
interdisciplinary approach to the study of written communication in both
print and electronic environments. I think the greatest strength of this
kind of Ph.D. structucture is that students are exposed to a number of
different disciplinary methodologies and conceptual frameworks that they
can then use to conduct multi-modal research and scholarship. The danger,
of course is dillantism, which means that

Command ('i' to return to index):§



Message 6/41 From Carol Berkenkotter Apr 4, 96 01:25:27 pm ~0500

Date: Thu, 4 Apr 1996 13:25:27 -0500
Sender: cberken@mtu.edu

To: consortium-18mtu.edu

Subject: Re: Relation to "English"?
Precedence: list

Reply-To: consortium-l@mtu.edu

remainder of message:

The danger is, of course, dilettantism, which means that the major advisor
must work closely with the student.

Cheers,

Carol

Command ('i' to return to index):§



Message 8/41 From Billie Wahlstrom Bpr 4, 96 11:58:46 am CST

Date: Thu, 4 Apr 96 11:58:46 CST
To: consortium-l@mtu.edu

Subject: Re: Relation to "English"?
Precedence: list

Reply-To: conscortium-1€mtu.edu

Hi,

Because we're a department of Rhetoric, our degrees are all offered under that
rubric. Our Ph.D. is in Rhetoric and Technical Communication. Our program is
too new to know if there are difficulties placing our students in tradtional
English departments, but our colleagues seem not to have a problem with this.
Billie

Billie Wahlstrom

Professor and Head

Rhetoric Department
University of Minnesota

St. Paul, MN 55108
612.624,.7750
bwahlstr@mailbox.mail.umn.edu
http://rhetoric.agoff.umn.edu
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Command: Display message

Message 9/41 From Gail E. Hawisher Apr 4, 96 11:09:20 am -0600

Date: Thu, 4 Apr 1996 11:09:20 -0600
X~Sender: hawisher@uxl.cso.uiuc.edu

To: consortium-l8mtu.edu

Subject: Re: Relation to "English"?

Precedence: list

Reply-To: consortium-l€mtu.edu

The program at the University of Illinois (Urbana) sounds structurally
similar to Utah's. Since 1990 we've had two tracks-~one in literature and
the other in Writing Studies~--both leading to a PhD in English. At the PhD
level, students currently have to take three courses in literature, but
these can be from any area and most often include coursework related to
critical theory or cultural studies. Students have no prelims in
literature. 1In addition to the English Department, there are
specializations in Writing Studies in the Department of Speech
Communication, the Division of English as an International Language, and
the College of Education. Our first two students got jobs in English
Departments this year--the University of Northern Arizona and Northern
Illinois. We're thrilled!

Gail

>At the University of Utah, we have four tracks leading to the Ph.D. in
>English: Rhet/Comp, British/American 1lit, American Studies, and Creative
>Writing. All four track require at least some literary study. This seems
>to position R/C students pretty well for jobs in English departments.

> For those R/C students who don't have an interest in literary study, we
>have some unique alternatives: a Ph.D. (Rhet/Comp specialization) in the
>Department of Communications and a similar degree in the Department of
>Educational Studies.

>Although it's too soon to tell (we're only in our third year), we think
>that graduates from these latter two programs will have good job prospects
>as well.

>

>Tom Huckin

A A /4 4/ _/_/_/_/ Gail E. Bawisher
_/ _/ N _/ Department of English
! M 1S [ Center for Writing Studies
A _/ o 7 Urbana, IL 61801 (hawisher@uiuc.edu)
7/ 17 T/ 77 / /77 / 217-333-2989;fax 217-333-4321
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Message 14/42 Prom Richard Young Apr 4, 96 10:28:30 am ~0500

Date: Thu, 4 Apr 1996 10:28:30 -0500 (EST)
To: consortium-le€mtu.edu

Subject: Re: Relation to "English"?
Precedence: list

Reply-To: consortium~1@mtu.edu

John

One reason for specifying which of the growing number of sub-areas of
English one gets a degree in in that the job market demands it. One does
not get a job in English but in 19th century English lit or classical
rhetoric, etc. It would do rhetoric students a disservice if they had to
go on the market with PhDs or whatever in English when their is a
sellers’ market for people with their degrees and a ferocious buyers'
market for people with more traditional degrees, particularly lit
specialization, in English. I suspect that your students would complain
vigorousky if you tried to make the change. T know ours would.

Richard
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Message 15/42 From christine rhoda farris

Date: Thu, 4 Apr 1996 10:23:07 -0500 (EST)
¥X-Sender: crfarrisfhamlet.ucs.indiana.edu
To: consortium-l1@mtu.edu

cc: consortium-l@mtu.edu

Subject: Re: Relation to "English"?
Precedence: list

Reply-To: consortium-1@mtu.edu

Apr 4, 96 10:23:07 am -0500

John: At Indiana University all our PhD's are in English. A
student may concentrate in Literacy,lLanguage and Literature

as a student would concentrate in Victorian Studies or anything
else. Ours is not a Rhetoric and Comp concentration per se. This
reflects the coursework taken and the exam set-up such that
Literacy with a composition spin might be a student's critical
problem-into-dissertation emphasis. At this time, however, just
as many of not more of our Literacy students have an emphasis

tied to literature/cultural studies.
-—Christine farris

Director of Composition

Indiana University-Bloomington

Command ('i' to return to index):§



Message 16/42 From STUART C BROWN Bpr 4, 96 08:12:52 am -0700

Date: Thu, 4 Apr 1996 08:12:52 -0700 (MST)
X-Sender: sbrown@paris

To: John Warnock <JWARNOCK@ccit.arizona.edu>
Cc: consortium-l@mtu.edu

Subject: Re: Relation to "English"?
Precedence: list

Reply-To: consortium-l@mtu.edu

John, our PhD is titled "Rhetoric and Professional Communication"
and our MA is in English with four possible emphases.

Given your short time frame, you might consult the Rhetoric Review
doctoral survey as we list the various degree titles given us by the
programs just after the address.

Stuart C. Brown

Dept. of English
New Mexico State University
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Message 2/28 From Tom Huckin Apr 4, 96 07:35:53 am -0700

X-Authentication-Warning: mtu.edu: Host [205.164.111.17] claimed to be mailhub.a
Date: Thu, 4 Apr 1996 07:35:53 -0700

To: consortium-l1@mtu.edu

Subject: Re: Relation to "English"?

Precedence: list

Reply-To: consortium-l@mtu.edu

At the University of Utah, we have four tracks leading to the Ph.D. in
English: Rhet/Comp, British/American lit, American Studies, and Creative
Writing. BAll four track require at least some literary study. This seems
to position R/C students pretty well for jobs in English departments.

For those R/C students who don't have an interest in literary study, we
have some unique alternatives: a Ph.D. (Rhet/Comp specialization) in the
Department of Communications and a similar degree in the Department of
Educational Studies.

Although it's too soon to tell (we're only in our third year), we think
that graduates from these latter two programs will have good job prospects
as well.

Tom Huckin
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Message 21/42 From ANNE HERRINGTON Apr 4, 96 08:08:16 am ~0500

Date: Thu, 04 Apr 1996 08:08:16 -0500 (EST)
Subject: Re: Relation to "English"?

To: consortium—-1@mtu.edu

Precedence: list

Reply~To: consortium-l@mtu.edu

At Umass-Amherst, all PhD grad.s receive their degree in English whether
their specialization is in Renaissance, American Literature, or
Composition and Rhetoric. Since we are within the English department,
just seems to make sense. I do not believe that it presents an obstacle
to our grad.s when they seek jobs. Anne
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Message 5/41 From John Warnock Apr 5, 96 07:32:43 am -0700

Date: Fri, 05 Apr 1996 07:32:43 -0700 (MST)
Subject: your response

To: vwnfomni.cc.purdue.edu

X-Envelope~to: vwnlomni.cc.purdue.edu
X-VMS-To: IN%"vwnfomni.cc.purdue.edu"”
X-VMS-Cc: JWARNOCK

Janice,

Thanks for your response. Interesting to think that NOT being
separated offers an opportunity for the other folks in English to reimagine
themselves as part of English Studies, rather than as part of, if the truth
were told, Literature departments. I wonder how often that has happened.
Yours is the only one I know about, maybe Pittsburgh is ancother kind of
example, CMU?~--a credit to you, of course.

Thanks.

John

Command ('i' to return to index):§



John--Out students at Penn State receive their degree in English. Period.
We went that route when we began because it seemed like an insurmountable
hurdle to try to put in a new PhD program and because we didn't want to
compete directly with the speech department. The degree has changed
somewhat over the years. When we began--with the very grudging support
{hardly the word)} of the department--students who wanted to do rhetoric and
comp pretty much had to do everything a standard English PhD did and then
some. That seemed tough, but it actually meant that we got very strong
students at the very beginning of the program and that they did very well
when they went on the job market.

That success overcame a lot of opposition and doubt in the department--they
understood it when we were able to place our students better than anyone
else in the department-- to the point that when we overhauled our grad
program and our exam structure, we were able to make the requirements much
more concentrated and much more reasonable. In addition, we have added
more faculty who do more kinds of research, and we have always made use of
connections with speech, philosophy, education, and psychology departments.
That means our students can get a solid background and can pull in people
from other fields for their committees. And vice versa, of course--most of
us serve on committees in other departments as well.

Nowadays when English is in such flux and turmoil, our rhetoric students do
not look at all odd-~it seems to me they're as much "English" as anyone
else in the field. What this looseness has enabled us to do is attract a
wide variety of students. Many of our students do not start out in
rhetoric but move over once they find out what it's all about; many
students who are not doing rhetoric as a concentration take our seminars
because they find them interesting and useful (they can even use them to
meet theory requirementsj).

That's where we are at the moment. We do recruit students for the rhetoric
concentration every year. The graduate committee defers to us (because
they don't feel that they can effectively judge the applications), so we
have what amounts to a special arrangement tyhat enables us to pick and
recruit our own students, which no other area group does. And, of course,
we pick up some from the MA.

I'1l be interested in hearing what others do. Marie

Marie Secor

The Pennsylvania State Univesity
Department of English

2318 Burrowes Building

University Park, PA 16802

(814) B65-9155 Office Telephone

(814) 863~7285 FAX ‘
Email: mjs8€psu.edu
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Message 3/60 From Dobie Ann B Apr 16, 96 03:29:26 pm -0500

Date: Tue, 16 Apr 1996 15:29:26 -0500
To: DWCHAPMA@SAMFORD, RE761EN%TCUAMUS.BITNET@interbit.cren.net,
anne_ruggles-gerefum.cc.umicedu,
charles.moran#english.umass.edufusl.edu, efpla@uno,
jgharris@bull.cc.usm.edu, jimgray@maillink.berkeley.edu,
rhetrev@ccit.arizona.edu, squiroz@umich, vwn@mace.cc.purdue.edu
Subject: Doctoral programs in rhetoric

As part of a drive to eliminate suplicate graduate programs in state uni
As a result, it has been recommended that the Ph.D. i English at the University

Because the fa;pB culty has only a little over a week to provide a resa
of our Ph.D. To present the strongest possible defense, we would
appreciate your taking a few minutes to make brief comments to Ann Dobie
(dobiefusl.edu) or Jim McDonald (jcm5337@usl.edu) about the quality and
reputation of the rhetoric option of our program. To jog your memory,
or gildve you new information, we are including a brief overview of
what we offer.

Over 130 students are now pursuing graduate degrees in English
at USL. Bequn in 1968, the Ph.D. offer%+ts a generalist program of
studies with options in rhetoric, literature, and creative writing.
The rhetoric option, which is ten years old, has graduated four students,
all of whom are now teaching in tenure track positions in higher
education, three of them at four-year institutions. Of the 25 students
currently enrolled in rhetoric, several are in the process of completing disokse
courses in classical rhetoric, modern composition theory, gender studies,
literacy studies, technical writing, philosophical rhetoric, and others.
A linguistics minor\"Ym is required, and a folklore specialty is available.
For over ten years the department has held an annual Rhetoric Symposium, fea
featuring presentations by leading theorists, historians, and educators.
Students and faculty are active in presenting papers and serving in
professional organizations on the local, state, and national levels. They have
have published textbooks, books, and articles on composition theory, rhetorical
linguistics, dialects, syntax, writers' rituals, the Wyoming Resolution,
and other subjects.

For these and other reasons we hope to save our Ph.D. As there
is much more to tell, we will be happy to augment this brief overview
on request. We will particularly appreciate comments you can make
about any or all of the following areas:

1. The quality of graduate students

2. The rigor and appropriateness of the curriculum

3. The guality of the faculty

4, Any other reflections.
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ﬁessage 15/60 From Billie Wahlstrom Nov 12, 96 08:36:35 am CS

X~Received: MTU Resend vl.l for consortium-l
Date: Tue, 12 Nov 96 08:36:35 CST

To: consortium-l@mtu.edu

Subject: Re: Defining a Research-Active Profile
Precedence: list

Reply~To: consortium-1€mtu.edu

Cindy,
Did you come up with a final document on this? Could I have a copy? Billie

In message <199603221624.LAA160736€r05n01l.cac.psu.edu> writes:

>Consortium Members--

>

>Cindy Selfe, here, with a request to you all.

>

>Our department is currently trying to come to an understanding of what it
>means to be a "research-active" faculty member with the attendant reduced
>teaching load that such a role suggests. The purpose of this exercise--as
>you might guess--is to work with the Dean and the Provost to assure that
>faculty who *are* active scholars and researchers get a reduced teaching
>load appropriate to their profile.

>

>So--could you folks describe for me what a typical profile for a
>research-active scholar at your institution might look like? We're
>wondering about such things as numbers of publications, kinds of
>publications (books? articles? edited collections? refereed vs.
>non-refereed? invited?), quality of publications, rate of publications
>{over one year period? a three year period?), editorships, professional
>leadership activities, etc.

>

>It would also help if you could characterize the teaching load that
>generally accompanies such a profile.

>

>Finally, do any of y'all have any written departmental guidelines that you
>provide department members about such a topic?

>

>In advance, I thank you for any help that you can provide me in this busy
>time right before the CCCCs--hope to see many of you in Milwaukee at the
>Consoritum meeting!

>

v
[
pin
.

o
<

Cynthia L. Selfe

Humanities Department

Michigan Technological University
1400 Townsend Dr.

Houghton, MI 49931

Internet: cyselfe@mtu.edu
Telephone: (906) 487-2447
Fax: 906/487~3559

VVVVVVVVVVY

Cindy~-Our department has a standard teaching load of 2 courses per
semester for research active faculty and a load of 3/2 for inactive
faculty. All nontenured faculty are automatically put on a 2/2 load since
we assume that they will be trying to do what they need to do to get
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tenure. After that it is very much the head's call and we try not to be
too rigid about it.I wouldn't like to see a yearly quota. What I mean is
that we don't measure every year--although we are required to hand in
yearly reports that indicate everything we did during the year. I think
anyone who has any kind of ongoing research profile (articles, chapters,
editing books, books, attempting to hit major national publications and
journals, etc) keeps the two course teaching load. If anyone seems to be
ndot doing anything at all the teaching load (I hate the term) gets
increased. And a few people have brought it down again after renewed
activity. We can chat more about this at the consortium meet in Milw. Or
can send you more info if you want. Marie Secor

Marie Secor

The Pennsylvania State Univesity
Department of English

2318 Burrowes Building
University Park, PA 16802

(814) 865-9155 Office Telephone
(814) 863-7285 FAX

Email: mijs8€psu.edu

illie Wahlstrom
rofessor and Head
hetoric Department
niversity of Minnesota
t. Paul, MN 55108
12.624.7750

bwahlstrémailbox.mail.umn.edu

h

ttp://rhetoric.agoff.umn.edu

Command ('i’' to return to index):



Message 1/45 From wendy bishop Jul 17, 96 11:06:24 am CS

X-Received: MTU Resend vl.l for consortium-1
X-NUPop-Charset: English

Date: Wed, 17 Jul 96 11:06:24 CST

Sender: wbishop@garnet.acns.fsu.edu

To: consortium-1@8mtu.edu

Subject: request for help--please forward
Precedence: list

Reply-To: consortium-l€mtu.edun

HELP WANTED--YOUR THOUGHTS ON THE
DISSERTATION PROCESS IN RHETORIC AND
COMPOSITION

To fellow dissertation candidates and dissertation
committee members in rhetoric and composition:

I'm drafting an essay that details some of the concerns
held by those completing the PH.D. in rhetoric and
composition. I hope to talk about this endlessly
(re)negotiated activity at the micro and macro level and
from the perspective of candidate and credentialers. For
instance, in my own program, I was surprised that there
were no formal procedures in place to train me to direct
dissertations-~I was expected to "know" how the system
worked. Not surprisingly, graduate students have come to
me, feeling the same way--that no one adequately

prepared them for their "job" as candidate, particularly at
the dissertation drafting stage. They also mentioned many
practical problems-~for instance, wondering how to

approach a committee member who seems to obstruct

their project or worse, is indifferent, never returning drafts.
And, while many candidates I work with were/are

exceedingly self-motivated, life exigencies can cause
writers to fall behind and put pressure on me as director to
write recommendations before I'm quite comfortable doing

so or to read drafts during times I had hoped to have "free"
for my own work, causing some quiet irritations.

In the past year, I've started to keep my own list of: "this is
what I will do, this is what I won't" and "this is what I hope
you'll do, this is what T hope you don't." And, I've started
to collect stories from others to confirm and disconfirm my
experiences, to broaden my perspective.

So. I'd like to ask anyone reading this message:

a) to pass it on to anyone you think would be interested in
responding

b) to respond yourself if youlre willing to share stories,
anecdotes, wish-lists, suggests, ideas, and urgent needs
that would help us with this process.

Tell me what has gone wrong and what has gone right
(and why);

Tell me what would enhance the process for you and
to what degree you think youlre discussing a local
problem/success (endemic to your program) or a global
one (part of the professionalization process).

In your opinion, what would help us all?



Unless you specifically ask me not to, I'll assume I may
use these responses as vignettes and voices (tentative,
preliminary, and identified anonymously, sometimes

quoted, mostly summarized). For instance, I'll write
something like "a graduate student in a mid-size program
in the east" or "a recent graduate now in the first year of
tenure-line teaching" or [feel free to help me create the
right tag].

I'll also be glad to copy you a draft of the essay when it is
completed if you ask me for it.

At a 4Cs workshop in Milwaukee, I was in a workgroup

that talked about the need for a set of guidelines or "bill of
rights and responsibilities" for both candidates and
directors~-this essay will be a "thinking toward" such a list.
If you can help me in that thinking, please send me an e-
mail or snail mail response and forward this reguest to
friends. Thank you.

Wendy Bishop, Department of English, Florida State

University, Tallahassee FL 32306-1036
904-893-1381 whishop@garnet.acns. fsu.edu
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CONSORTIUM OF DOCTORAL PROGRAMS IN RHETORIC AND COMPOSITION

DUES $16.00 (jor 2 years)

a o itution

Date

Representative

Address

Office Phone

e-maijt

Please send checks to:

Janice Laver
Department of English
Purdue University

W. Lafayette, IN 47906

Make checks payable to:

Doctoral Consortium in Rhetoric
and Composition

Tax 1D Number (if needed):

35-192-140477

CONSORTIUM OF DOCTORAL PROGRAMS IN RHETORIC AND COMPOSITION

DUES $10.60 (for 2 years)

Name_of Institution

Representative

Address

Office Phone

e-mail

Please send checks to:

Janice Lauer
Department of English
Purdue University

W. Lafayette, [N 47906

Date

Make checks payable to:

Doctoral Consortium in Rhetoric
and Composition

Tax 1D Number (if needed):

35-192-1404717T



CONSORTIUM OF DOCTORAL PROGRAMS IN RHETORIC AND COMPOSITION

Unfversity of Alabama
University of Arizona

Ball State Uniwrsity
Bowling Green State University
Unjversity of California, 5. Barbara

University of California, S. Dicgo December 30, 1996

Carnegic Mellon Unlversity Dear Representative:
University of Cincinnati
University of Cennecticut .. . .
to guide your plans for the CCCC.
East Texas State University Below is information to g Y P
Florida State University CONSORTIUM M GATT ceee
Gmr;gin State University
Hlinois St Unversity Our annual meeting is scheduled for: WEDNESDAY, MARCH 12, 6:30--7:45.

University of Hlinols, Champalgn
University of tlinois, Chicage
Indfana Universtty

indiana University of Pennsylvanta
dewa State Unlversity

Louisiana State Unhersity
University of Louisvilic
Uhiversity of Maryland
University of Massachusctts
Miami University

Michigan Tech University
University of  Michigan

AGENDA ITEMS FOR THE CCCC ANNUAL MEETING
1. On-going Efforts
a. Home page (Agoré: http://www .uoknor.edu/agora/): Catherine Hobbs
and Jana Moaring

b. Dissertation categories in the DAl Janice Lauer

} ; L) L) -
Duiverstey ome".mm c. Web site: Consortium programs and courses: Lisa McClure
University of Mississippl
University of Nebraska d. Graduate student exchange: Lisa McClure
University of Nevada
University of New Hampshire

e. Regional networking, etc.: Members
New Mexico State University B 8

Untversity of New Mexico
City University af New York
SUNY, Albany

SUNY, Stonry Brook
University of North Careling
Northern liinois Unfversity
Northnwestern State University
Ohip State University
Liniversity of Oklahorna
Penn State University
Unlyersity of Pittshurgh
Purdue University

Rensselacr Polytechnic Dues {$10 for 2 years): Make dues payable to "Doctoral Consortium in Rhetoric
University of Rhiode 1sland and Composition." For those institutions needing a Tax D number, it is 35-192-

Unvesity of Seuth Caroline 1404TT. (Send to Janice Lauer)
University of Senth Florida

Seuthern Hlinols University

University of Soutlern Mississippi
University of Soutlvestern Loulsiana
Syracuse University

Unfversity of Temmessee

Texas Christlan University Janice M. Lauer
University of Texas, Arlington Co-ordinator
University of Texas, Austin

University of Utakt

Liniversity of Washington

Washingtor State University

Wayne State University

f. Support for developing programs: Louise Phelps
g. Graduate program survey of student placement: Jeanne Fahenstock,
Marie Secor, Robert Schwegler
h. Program Review, Criteria: Louise Phelps, Cindy Selfe, Stuart Brown
2. New business (Please‘sencf iterns to me by Feb. 15.)

DUES

Best,
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